
Introduction for the Masses 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
GOOD EVENING / MORNING: 
 
Welcome to the celebration of the Eucharist on the Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  A 
special and warm welcome to those from other places visiting with us today.  Our celebrant is: [Fr. 
Paul / Fr. Briant] 
 
The intention of this Mass is for: 
 
 5:00 PM: †Everette Scoggins  AND  †Henry and Jessie Lemanski 
 8:30 AM:  For our Parish Community  AND  †Livvie Vann 
         10:30 AM: †John Stewart 
 

 The Kerala presentation and collection will be postponed for this weekend to a later date. 
 

 The Middle School Youth "Meet and Greet" social for this Sunday has been postponed to 
next Sunday, September 23, 6-8:00PM at the church. 
 

 The Annual Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign to benefit NC Right to Life will 
start this weekend, Sept. 15 and 16, with the distribution of bottles after each of the 
Masses.  Please take home a bottle to fill with loose change or a check made payable to 
the Knights of Columbus with Baby Battle in the memo line. 
 

 The Christian Hearts and Hands Ministry will have a Mass on September 18th at 11 am, 
followed by a luncheon. Please see the bulletin for information on how to make a 
reservation. All seniors of the parish are invited to join. 
 

 Food Pantry distribution will be on Saturday September 22nd. Please see the bulletin for 
food items needed for distribution day, and for additional information. 

Please now open your hymnal to inside the back cover, and let us recite our parish mission 
statement: 
 
“Rooted in the Gospel and energized by the spirits of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, we, the 
faith community of Blessed Sacrament, seek to be people of vision and mission, living in right 
relationship with God, one another, and all creation.” 
 
So that we may begin our celebration of Mass in the Spirit of Christ Jesus as brothers and sisters 
united in prayer, we invite all of you to please stand and take a moment now to greet those around 
you. 



First Reading 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may hear; 

and I have not rebelled, 

have not turned back. 

I gave my back to those who beat me, 

my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; 

my face I did not shield 

from buffets and spitting. 

 

The Lord GOD is my help, 

therefore I am not disgraced; 

I have set my face like flint, 

knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 

He is near who upholds my right; 

if anyone wishes to oppose me, 

let us appear together. 

Who disputes my right? 

Let that man confront me. 

See, the Lord GOD is my help; 

who will prove me wrong? 

 

The Word of the Lord



Second Reading  
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A reading from the Letter of Saint James 

 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 

if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  

Can that faith save him?  

If a brother or sister has nothing to wear 

and has no food for the day, 

and one of you says to them, 

"Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well, " 

but you do not give them the necessities of the body, 

what good is it?  

So also faith of itself, 

if it does not have works, is dead. 

 

Indeed someone might say, 

"You have faith and I have works."  

Demonstrate your faith to me without works, 

and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works. 

 

The Word of the Lord



General Intercessions 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Presider: Let us pray with confidence to Jesus our Christ, who tells us that to follow him means 
‘sacrifice’, for we are to deny ourselves and take up his cross, if we wish to be his disciple.  
 

 For the grace of wisdom and courage for Pope Francis and all leaders of the Church, that 
they may address the sins of abusive behavior and cover-ups which have so wounded the 
People of God… 

 
 For needed guidance, inspiration, and dialogue among the leaders of our nation and other 
countries of the world, together, may they help lead us to be instruments of Christ’s peace 
for each other… 

 
 For all who are inundated by the effects and aftermath of Hurricane Florence, and for all 
‘First Responders’ and others helping to aid those in need due to the storm… 

 
 For individuals and families forced to flee their homes or homeland because of the sins of 
war, persecution, hatred or violence… 

 
 For all who carry the cross of poor health, sickness, injury, disabilities, or mental health 
issues; for all victims of abuse, and for those struggling with addictions or who have made 
poor choices in life… 

 
 For the intentions listed in our parish Book of Prayer and for the people each of us 
promised to remember in prayer… 

 
 For those grieving the loss of a loved one and for all who have died – family members, 
friends, loved ones, neighbors, parish benefactors, and fellow parishioners – may they know 
the fullness of Christ’s redemption and compassion… 
 
 

Presider: Merciful God, we ask you to answer us in our need, and fill us with your saving grace, 
through Jesus Christ, your only Son, both now and forever. R: AMEN!  
 
 
Lector (as all are seated) 
 
We invite you to contribute to our parish offertory collection as a means of sharing in our ministry 
here at Blessed Sacrament.  The second collection supports Our Parish Outreach.  Thank you for 
your continued support and generosity. 


